DATE, 2011

Dear Representative XYZ,

I am a constituent of your district.  I live on ABC Street in This Town.  I am an advocate of the Epilepsy Foundation of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hampshire and Maine.  I am asking you to support the attached House Bill 585 ‘An Act to Protect Patients from Breakthrough Seizures’ currently under review by the Joint Committee on Public Health.  I know you are not/or are a member of this committee, and I hope you urge your colleagues to vote in favor of this bill.

One out of ten people experience a seizure in their lifetime.  House Bill 585 would affect people with epilepsy who currently reside within your district.  The bill would prevent the interchange of anti-epileptic drugs without the informed consent from the prescribing physician and patient.  The goal is to protect people with epilepsy from having their prescriptions changed without the patient and prescribing doctor knowing.  The interchange of medications for people with epilepsy can be severe due to their hypersensitivity to drugs and medications.  It is important that any change made in medications be approved by both the patient and the physician. 

There are many different types of seizures and epilepsy patients are extremely sensitive to changes of medications for those seizures. For a patient who is doing well on one type of drug, whether it is brand or generic, to switch that drug could cause a breakthrough seizure or life threatening side effects.  Breakthrough seizures can disrupt the lives of people with epilepsy and their family members, in addition to increasing health care costs.   A person with epilepsy who has a breakthrough seizure may lose their job or their driver’s license, experience lowered self-esteem and may have difficulties in social interactions. 

Add a brief description of  your experience with drugs that were switched at the pharmacy.

If you would like any more information on this subject, please do not hesitate to contact me at ABC Street, This Town, or by phone at 555-555-5555.  I can also be reached at me@emailaddress.com. Thank you for your attention to this important matter.  

Again, please protect individuals with epilepsy and consider favorable support of House bill 585.
Sincerely, 

Me

