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SB1296 An Act to Protect Patients from Breakthrough Seizures
Some insurance companies have created a grossly inaccurate picture of the cost.  Costs associated with SB1296 seem to be based on 100% or nearly 100% brand name usage.  

The goal of SB1296 is NOT increasing the use of brand names drugs.  It is about preventing patients from being switched off a version of a drug they are taking – whether it is a generic or a brand name –that is working for them without their written consent and the written consent of their doctor. 

Hawaii has had the precise law we are proposing on the books for over 10 years.  Hawaii’s experience shows that the law has no effect on cost.

· According to the latest figures from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, a patient is actually more likely to receive a generic medication in Hawaii than in Massachusetts.

· According to the insurance industry’s own data, the cost of prescription drug coverage in Hawaii is lower than it is in Massachusetts.

· The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services figures also show that the highest utilization of brand name anticonvulsant medications in any state is 20%- 80%less than the 100%claimed by BCBS.

Insurers suggest that all manufactured versions of any drug act exactly the same in all patients.  They do not.  Bio-equivalency does not equate to therapeutic effect.  Insurers themselves acknowledge this by virtue of the fact that all of them – including BCBS – provide a mechanism for physicians to write a prescription “fill as prescribed.”

BCBS further suggests that the FDA has looked at every manufactured version of every drug, and developed, based on clinical data – a list of drugs where switching is not advisable.  That is not the case.  In fact, the FDA’s list is not based on clinical data or any systematic review.
The psychosocial, employment and public safety costs associated with breakthrough seizures can be extensive.  

Seizure disorders are inherently unpredictable and for many their causes unknown.  Individuals living with epilepsy confront the daily challenges associated with constant flux in their seizures.  Patients must rely on their physician and the prescription medication that work for them.  Upsetting this delicate balance is to say, at the very least, dangerous.  
� Hawaii State Statutes, Vol. 106, HRS 0328-92 (c)
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